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N Washington Po
Locked up in a safe in
Room §S-116 at the Capitol
these days is a 20-page, top se-
cret document that has be-
come “must reading” for both
hawks and doves in the United
States Senate.

The slim report—prepared
by the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee staff—is so
tightly guarded that no Sena-
tor may remove a copy from
|the room. No senatorial assist-
ant is even permitted to look
at it.

It deals with ' forbidden
material: the original and
highly eclassified Pentagon pa-
pers on what happened in the
Gulf of Tonkin on the night of
Aug. 4, 1964. The following
day the United States bombed
North Vietnam for the first)®

time and thereby, in the lan-|
guage of the Foreign Rela-|

/ﬂtions Committee, “interna-
! tionalized” the Vietnam war.
Those who have seen the
document or who have ob-
tained first-hand reports on,

st Staff Writer
election year without going

through the national debate
that escalation. would other-
wise have required.

Whether that version is cor-
rect or not, one Senator—a
prominent Republican—is
using it in support of his
claim in a fopthcomlng na-
tional magazine article that
the bombing of North Vietnam
was based on “the flimsiest
provocation” and that the
United States may have “de-
liberately” sought that provo-
cation,

The Committee’s study of
‘the Tonkin Gulf events has
been under way since Decem-
ber and is based on such top
secret military documents as
the logs of the U.S. ShlpS in-
volved, the pertinent messages
that passed hack and forth be-
tween milftgry headqualﬁgs
and - the Whlte Ho :

other highly_
| mation.

In undertaking the study,
the Committee was concerned
with the problem of *“un-

_ siilted.

what it is supposed to contain; premeditated wars” and how
give somewhat different aclthey can be avoided. It was
counts of the conclusions| specifically concerned with
reached by the Committee|the war risks involved in intel-

staff, under the direction of| ligence-gathering operations
William Bader. But they agree( by U.S. vessels.
.on three central points; | Since 1964, mtelhgence

| 1 That U.S. naval vessels— ships have been involved in

.including the destroyers Mad-
‘dox and C. Turner Joy—were
in the Tonkin Gulf on an “in-
telligence mission” that fate-.
ful night in August.

i 2. That the two destroyers
idefinitely were “harassed”’—
and possibly attacked—by
 North Vietnamese patrol
boats.

3. That the U.S. response to

the incident—the bombing of
North Vietnam—was “precipi-
tous” and based on inadequate
.information.
’ A disputed version of the
Bader report has it that the
United States may have delib-
erately provoked . the North
| Vietnamese attack as g mean.;
of escalating the war In a
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three incidents which the
Committee believed contained
the potential for “unpremedi-
tated war”—the Tonkin affair
in- 1964, the Israeli attack on
the USS Liberty last sum-
mer, and the North Korean
seizure of the U.S.S. Pueblo
last month.

The Committee’s staff Is
gaid to have concluded in its
secret report that U.S. reac-
tion to each of these incidents
was in “inverse proportion” to
the seriousness of the 51tua-
tion.

The Israeli attack on the
:Liberty caused the death of 34
-American seamen and was re-
garded by the staff as the
most serious of the three inci-
1 dents, Byl,.it was noted, the
U.S. response to the Liberty
innident was the most res-

trainéd—a simple dim lomatic
01IO7IZ

Approved For Release 2001/07/26 : CIA- RDP7OBOO338R000200010131 -0
Doeumem;s Guardeg o

Data on Tonkln Actlon
Pondered by Senators

The ineident involving the
Maddox and C. Turner Joy, on
the other hand, was regarded
as the ‘“least provocatlve” of
‘the three incidents, since no
damage was caused to either
ship and no casualties re-

Nevertheless ‘the “US. re-

f report, was to
“a severeign nation”
“internationalize” what

bomb
and
had been a “local” or “limited

war.

The report is said to involve
many questions not answered
in the Pentagon papers or by
the White House. They in-
clude such guestions as these:
- Why, only 10 hours after the
Tonkin incident, did the
United States fly 64 bombing
sorties against North Vietnam
when it took no military action
whatever against- Israel and
North Korea? _
What had the Maddox and
C. Turney Joy done to make
the North Vietnamese so “agi-
tated” that they would attack
or harass the destroyers?
Is the Administration using
the “top secret” classification!
on the Tonkin Gulf papers to
ipotect the national security
Dr to "avold ‘embarrassment
the Administration”?

lct ip. the. report, it is
salg1 %AE B

he conclusmn that the

e use _a :
Department used the
Gulf incident as an excuse for
initiating the attacks on North!
Vietnam and as a device for
avoiding a national debate on
escalation. -

(A week after the bombing
began, Congress passed the
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
which gave the President au-
thority to “repel any armed at-
tack against the forces of the
United. States and to prevent
further aggression.”)

One person familiar with
the Foreign Relations staff re-
port said yesterday that it sug-
gest strongly that “if a debate
had . been held before the
bombing whatever decision
then reached would have had
far greater pubhc acceptance:

than whaj f.L_.’c.;yt.ould'
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fhave neutralized much of the
'dlssent we are hearing today.”

F umrtgizt Should Quit

Committee, Says Taft

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 12
(UPI)—Rep. Robert Taft Jr.!
(R-Ohio) today called on Sen.
J. William Fulbright (D-Ark.)|
to step down as chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee in the interest of
national wunity.

Taft claimed that Fulbright’s
deep and publicly expressed
dissatisfaction with President,
Johnson’s Vietnam policy ran:
counter to what he said was
the traditional cooperation that
should exist between the chair-!
man of that Committee and
the White House on major

E@poﬁq issues.




